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Becoming People of Redemptive Influence 
1 Peter 3:15-16 

I. INTRO 

A. Last week we began a new series that will take us up to Palm Sunday followed 
by Easter Sunday. Our series is titled: Becoming Salt and Light: Making a 
Difference in Your World. 

B. Becoming salt and light comes from Mat 5 where we spent some time last Fall 
studying the Beatitudes, which is the introductory portion of the SOTM. Our 
intention is to go back into the SOTM after Easter. More about that in the 
coming weeks… 

1. Also, we view this Lenten series as a continuation of the Back to Basics 
series that we completed two weeks ago.  

2. We are talking about personal evangelism and asking the question, 
“What does the New Testament say about how God’s Church impacts 
culture?”  

3. The big picture overview that I want to very clearly state is that this series 
is NOT about launching a program. We want to (re-) initiate a lifestyle 
perspective regarding actively loving the people that God has already 
placed in our lives. We view this as basic Christianity.  

C. Last week we considered the two priorities that are foundational and clearly 
identified in the NT… 

1. The Jesus follower’s—and the Church’s highest priority and primary focus 
is found in what we have come to describe as the Great Commandment, 
which says, “‘You shall love the Lord your God with all your heart, and 
with all your soul, and with all your mind.’ 38 This is the great 
and foremost commandment. 39 The second is like it, ‘You shall love your 
neighbor as yourself.’”  --Matthew 22:37-39 
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a. How do we do this? First and foremost, we admit to God and 
ourselves that we can’t love God like this on our own and we ask for 
His help and empowerment. 

b. Secondly, we must ask the question, Who, is my neighbor? And we 
find that God has placed people in our lives that God is calling us to 
love and care about. Here again, we begin to learn how to love our 
neighbor by admitting that we can’t.  

2. The next major priority we see in the NT is the Great Commission found 
in Mat 28:1-19: “Therefore, go and make disciples of all the nations, 
baptizing them in the name of the Father and the Son and the Holy Spirit. 
20 Teach these new disciples to obey all the commands I have given you. 
And be sure of this: I am with you always, even to the end of the age.”  --
Matthew 28:19-20 

a. What does this mean? In a nutshell, it means we’re all missionaries.  

b. Here’s a way to think about it: We serve a missionary God. The 
Father sent the Son, the Son sent the Holy Spirit, and the Holy Spirit 
sends us.  

D. Here’s what biblical Christianity looks like in summary form: 

1. Love God 
2. Love People 
3. Go (look beyond yourself) 
4. Make Disciples (we can begin to disciple people before they’re believers—

like we do with our kids…)  

E. Last week I introduced the Greek word oikos, which literally means household 
but is expanded in the NT to mean those people who make up our sphere of 
relationships—those people that we see consistently in our daily rhythms—
family friends, neighbors, your kid’s teachers, other parents on your kid’s 
sports teams, club members, etc. 
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1. What we are inviting you to do is to make list of those people and identify 

who may not be a Jesus follower or who may have become disenchanted 
with the Church (“de-churched”) and begin to pray for them regularly. 

2. Beyond that we are asking you to consider asking God for ways to serve 
them and encourage them. A major way that I mentioned last week is to 
be fully present and good listener when you interact with them—even if 
it’s only for a few moments at a time. Be kind and considerate. [A new 
person on my oikos radar is my mailman…] 

3. At some point God will open the door for you to share the gospel with 
them. With that in mind, we have provided you today with an insert sized 
homework assignment that will help you to think through your 
testimony. 

a. I would encourage you to journal your full testimony for your own 
personal reflection. Become actively grateful for what God has done. 

b. Then begin to trim it down so that it is concise, chronological, and 
compelling. If you can share it in 60-90 seconds, that will be quite 
helpful in conversations. 

F. With that said, let’s take a look at our text for this morning…I would like to 
read 1 Peter 3:15-16 (p. 1025) [stand?]: “But sanctify Christ as Lord in your 
hearts, always being ready to make a defense to everyone who asks you to 
give an account for the hope that is in you, 16 yet with gentleness and 
reverence”  –1 Peter 3:15-16a NAS [This is God’s Word, pray with me…] 

II. BODY 
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A. I’ve titled this sermon “Becoming People of Redemptive Influence.” This 
passage is pretty straightforward. The larger context is that Peter is writing to 
encourage believers scattered around the known world to persevere through 
some significant suffering and persecution. Let’s take a look: 

1. What does it mean to sanctify Christ as Lord in our hearts? 
2. What is Christian hope?   
3. What is this “post-Christian” cultural moment that we find ourselves in? 
4. What does it mean to make a defense—with gentleness and reverence?  

B. Let’s look at them one at a time… 

1. What does it mean to sanctify Christ as Lord in our hearts? 

a. The word sanctify means to set apart. To sanctify Christ as Lord in 
our heart means that regard Jesus as the holiest being in the 
universe. 

b. The Greek word for sanctify here is the same as the word as 
hallowed in the Lord’s Prayer…Our Father in Heaven hallowed—
holy, revered, worshiped—be Your name.  

c. But looking at this text we see an additional way to sanctify Christ as 
Lord. The text tells us that we sanctify Christ as Lord when we are 
ready to make a defense to everyone who asks you to give an 
account for the hope that is in you. I’d like for us to notice 
something…we are to always be ready to make a defense to everyone 
who asks. Does this mean we should ALWAYS wait to be asked? No, 
but it means that we should be patient. 

d. Before I spend a few minutes considering what it means to make a 
defense, I’d like to touch on Christian hope… 

2. What is Christian hope?   

a. Our English word and concept of "hope" are generally distinguished 
from the idea of certainty. For us, hope is more of an emotional 
longing or desire. “I hope it doesn’t snow anymore...” or “I hope the 
Pats win one more Superbowl with Brady.” It could happen but we 
lack certainty. 

b. Christian hope, or biblical hope, though, is certain. The Christian 
hope is this: God condescended to become a human being, in the 
Person of Jesus Christ, who lived and died in history, who was raised 
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from the dead—and He’s coming again to judge the living and the 
dead and to restore perfect peace, perfect harmony, and perfect love 
to His people and to this earth.  

c. Dietrich Bonhoeffer, a pastor who was executed by the Nazi’s, just 
before he died, wrote to his parents from his cell. Here’s what he 
said, “I’m about to experience the supreme festival on the road to 
everlasting freedom.”1 That is Christian hope. Do you have this hope? 
It’s available.   

3. What is this “post-Christian” cultural moment that we find ourselves in? 

a. We live in an increasingly post-Christian context that will affect how 
we engage in evangelism. What does that mean?  

1) When the Christian Church was born in 33 A.D. it was a small 
subversive, counter-cultural sect that existed at the margins of 
society—not at the center. Eastern frontier… 

2) 280 years later when Emperor Constantine made Christianity 
the official state religion in 313 A.D., Christianity was moving 
rapidly into the center of what would became western culture.  

a) We see the evidence of that with all the churches on the 
greens scattered throughout New England (and Europe). 

b) There was the government offices and a church right 
there on the town square.  

3) And then over the last 50 years or so, Christianity began to be 
pushed back out to the margins where we find ourselves now.  

4) Why? How did we get here? Part of it is the natural ebb and 
flow—the tide goes out and the tide comes in.  

5) And part of it is that we’ve shot ourselves in the foot more 
than a few times. There are some historical events that we 
need to own and apologize for…  

a) The Inquisition and the Crusades were awful and 
horrifying events. 

 
1 Bonhoeffer, Dietrich. Dietrich Bonhoeffer’s Prison Poems. Edwin Robinson, ed. Zondervan 1999: 
73-74. 
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b) Millenia of patriarchy, or male domination, which is not 
just wrong but the antithesis of the gospel message.  

c) The way that many Christians justified slavery—and the 
subsequent Jim Crow laws, in this country is abominable. 

d) The way the prosperity gospel has infiltrated the 
Christian message—AND been broadcast into 3rd world 
countries. 

e) And more recently, the multiple failings of Church leaders 
and (even) whole denominations, which includes, but is 
not limited to, the “#churchtoo” movement.   

6) Studies indicate that unchurched people in our current 
cultural milieu do not have a big problem with God, or Jesus -- 
they have a problem with the Church. 

7) In this cultural moment, owning what we can own and 
offering honest and sincere apologies will be beneficial. 

8) If I had to pick (just) one verse out of the Bible to explain our 
journey back out to the margins it would be 2 Tim 3:5: 
“…holding to a form of godliness, although they have denied 
its power…”  --2 Timothy 2:5   

9) One definition for Post-Christian is: A desire for the Kingdom 
without the King. We, as the Church, have wanted the benefits 
of grace without investing in learning reverence and awe. 

10) “When we cry out to God and repent of the ways that we have 
ignored Him and pursued our human-driven plans of renewal 
in our own strength, when we take a posture of contending for 
His kingdom to come with power—we see that He moves.”  --
Mark Sayers, Pastor and Author, The Reappearing Church 

11) Repentance, humility, and kindness are to be the marks of 
Christian witness as we move forward in this current cultural 
moment. 

b. The good news about finding ourselves back out on the margins of 
society is that the Bible was written TO and FOR people on the 
margins. 

4. What does it mean to make a defense (with gentleness and reverence)?  
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a. I’d like to list 6 quick thoughts regarding our oikos evangelism in this 
current cultural context… 

1) Consider the relational factor 

a) See evangelism as a relational dance rather than a 
win/lose conquest. 

b) Don’t press for decisions too quickly, be patient and keep 
the conversation going… 

2)  Consider the narrative factor 

a) It’s about…  

i. Their story (listen!)  Everyone has a story and the 
vast majority of people want to tell their story. 

ii. When we’ve listened well, we usually get to tell 
our story. (share) 

iii. In oikos evangelism, this culminates in sharing 
God’s story (proclaim) 

b) The gospel is presented best in story form rather than just 
a set of facts, rules, principles, and laws. The Bible itself 
has God speaking to us via prophets, poets, government 
officials, commoners, philosophers, and priests.   

3) Consider the community factor 

a) It’s difficult to share good news if we’re the bad news 
(CCC sticker?). This doesn’t mean we always demonstrate 
perfect character, but when we blow-it at home, at work, 
or out in the community—let’s own it and ask for 
forgiveness.  

b) Belonging (can) precede believing. Being an active part of 
a faith community and embarking on the journey of 
discipleship will often lead to a conversion experience. 

4) Consider the process factor – Teach people “how” to believe in 
addition to “what” to believe. Like an intro to HS inspired 
spiritual disciplines… 

5) Consider the Holy Spirit factor 
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a) Walk in a belief that God is already at work in people’s 
lives. 

b) Offer to pray for people’s needs. God wants to move in 
love and power upon people more than we want Him to!   

c) “God our Savior, who desires all men to be saved and to 
come to the knowledge of the truth.”  --1 Timothy 2:3-4 

6) Consider the missional factor 

a) The Lord’s Prayer -- “…your kingdom come, your will be 
done on earth as it is in heaven.…”   --Matthew 6:10 

b) See evangelism as inviting people into God’s mission here 
on earth. Populating heaven is the fruit, not the goal, of 
the Great Commission (Matthew 28:19-20). 

III. CONCLUSION 

A. Some of you will know the name George Müller. He was a 19th century 
Christian pastor, educator, and the founder and director of a large orphanage 
in Bristol, England—and he was well known for his tremendous faith. 

1. Müller became known for praying daily for 8 specific friends to become 
followers of Jesus. This daily prayer resulted in his friends coming to 
Christ, one after another—all but one… 

2. But George never stopped praying for his one unbelieving friend. Here 
are Müller’s own words concerning this man’s life: “I have been praying 
for 63 years and 8 months for one man’s conversion. He is not saved yet, 
but he will be. How can it be otherwise? I am praying.” 

3. George Müller was convinced that God would answer his prayer. Yet 
Müller never saw his friend become a Jesus follower. Müller died at 93 
years of age in 1898, and at his funeral his friend, as Mueller’s casket was 
being lowered into the grave, dropped to his knees and cried out, “Oh 
God, be merciful to a sinner like me!” 

4. It was there in the dirt at the graveside, that George Müller’s friend gave 
his heart to Jesus! George Müller’s prayers for his friends were finally 
answered. 

B. Ask God to break our hearts with the things that break his heart… 

 


